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I came reluctantly to the conclusion that the British connec-
tion had made India more helpless than she ever was before, poli-
tically and economically. A disarmed India has no power of resis-
tance against any aggressor if she wanted to engage in an armed
conflict with him. So much is this the case that some of our best
men consider that India must take generations before she can
achieve the Dominion status. She has become so poor that she has
little power of resisting famines. Before the British advent, India
spun and wove in her millions of cottages just the supplement she
needed for adding to her meagre agricultural resources. This
cottage industry, so vital for India's existence, has been ruined
by incredibly heartless and inhuman processes as described by
English witnesses. Little do town-dwellers know how the semi-
starved masses of India are slowly sinking to lifelessness. Little do
they know that their miserable comfort represents the brokerage
they get for the work they do for the foreign exploiter, that the pro-
fits and the brokerage are sucked from the masses. Little do they
realize that the Government established by law in British India
is carried on for this exploitation of the masses. No sophistry, no
jugglery in figures can explain away the evidence that the skeletons
in many villages present to the naked eye. I have no doubt what-
soever that both England and the town-dwellers of India will have
to answer, if there is a God above, for this crime against huma-
nity which is perhaps unequalled in history. The law itself in
this country has been used to serve the foreign exploiter. My un-
biassed examination of the Punjab Martial Law cases has led me
to believe that at least ninety-five per cent of convictions were
wholly bad.1 My experience of political cases in India leads one
to the conclusion that in nine out of every ten cases the con-
demned men. were totally innocent. Their crime consisted in the
love of their country. In ninety-nine cases out of hundred, justice
has been denied to Indians as against Europeans in the Courts of
India. This is not an exaggerated picture. It is the experience of
almost every Indian who has had anything to do with such cases.
In my opinion, the administration of the law is thus prostituted
consciously or unconsciously for the benefit of the exploiter.
The greatest misfortune is that Englishmen and their Indian
associates in the administration of the country do not know that
they are engaged in the crime I have attempted to describe. I am
satisfied that many English and Indian officials honestly believe
that they are administering one of the best systems devised in
l Vide Vol. XIX, pp. 214-20.